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Adam Smith was 
sentenced on 
Tuesday to 27 
months in prison 


Recordings by Adam Smith (center), made before and 
purchasing officer started working with investigators, are now key evidence inthe 


after Atlanta’s former top 


for his role inthe 
city bribery case. 


probe that has led to guilty pleas from him and two city contractors. RICHARD MILLER 


Ex-official sentenced 
in city bribery probe 


Smith gets reduced 
sentence for his help 
with investigation. 


By J. Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 


Adam Smith, the city of Atlan- 
ta’s former top purchasing officer, 
knew federal authorities were clos- 
ing in, but he was not yet coop- 
erating with the government, 
when he started secretly record- 
ing conversations, U.S. Attorney 
Byung “BJay” Pak said Tuesday. 

Recordings Smith made — both 
before and after he started work- 
ing with the feds about a year ago 
— are now key evidence in the 
long-simmering bribery investi- 
gation of Atlanta City Hall, pros- 
ecutors said. That investigation 
has so far netted guilty pleas from 
Smith and two well-known city 
contractors, and Pak said other 
unnamed individuals are also 
under scrutiny. 
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Visit our website for more 

of our extensive coverage of 
the Atlanta bribery scandal, 
including a video outlining five 
things to know about the case. 


On Tuesday, U.S. District Court 
Judge Steve Jones sentenced Smith 
to27months in prison. The reduced 
sentence - a more than 40 percent 
reduction from the minimum 46 
months he faced — was a reward 
for Smith’s cooperation and his 
acceptance of responsibility. 

But it was also a sentence that 
held the ex-city official account- 
able for taking at least $44,000 
in bribes when he swore to act as 
a gatekeeper of the public trust 
and taxpayer dollars, Jones said. 

“Not only did you allow peo- 
ple through that gate,” Jones said, 
“you profited from it.” 

It was a year ago today that 


the first person was charged in 
the explosive corruption probe 
of Atlanta City Hall. 

The federal dragnet dogged 
City Hall ever since, weighing 
on the final year of now former 
Mayor Kasim Reed, who denied 
any wrongdoing. 

Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms, 
a Reed protégé, has pledged to 
clean up contracting, and the 
city said it is fully cooperating. 

“Under this Administration, 
no impropriety — large or small 
— will be tolerated,” Bottoms said 
in a statement. “Today serves as a 
valuable lesson to all that no one 
person is above the law.” 

The feds have worked the case 
quietly since at least mid-2015. 
But on Jan. 17, 2017, prosecu- 
tors made public charges against 
Elvin “E.R.” Mitchell Jr., who was 
accused of conspiring to pay more 
than $1 million in bribes to help 
win city work. 


Bribery continued on A6 


It’s ‘everywhere: Flu slams Georgia 


Adaptable strain of virus 
leads to an epidemic 
that is gripping the US. 


By Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 


Five Georgia flu patients have 
died, with perhaps more to be 
announced this Friday. Some metro 
Atlanta hospitals are asking visitors 
not to come if they have flu symp- 
toms. The epidemiology chief for 
influenza at the U.S. Centers for 


Disease Control and Prevention 
has colleagues who turned from 
pharmacy to pharmacy in Atlanta 
without finding antiviral flu drugs. 

This is the 2017-18 flu season. It 
has at least 11 weeks to go. 

The epidemic gripping the U.S., 
featuring a particularly difficult and 
adaptable strain, is hitting Geor- 
gia and other Southern and West- 
ern states with particular force. 

ACDC map ofits severity shows 
ared swath sweeping from Geor- 
gia westward. 

In Alabama, for example, hos- 
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Tests come on andoff 
the court for Pastner 


While battling accusations about 
actions off the court, Tech has 
games looming against three of 
the top seven teams in RPI. 
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pitals operating under a statewide 
state of emergency have begun 
running out of beds. 

The severity might be less in 
bordering states such as Florida 
and Tennessee, but it’s still wide- 
spread there, too, because it’s 
widespread in every one of the 
continental U.S. states. 


Flu continued on A6 


ALSO INSIDE 
» What foods can you eat to 
help fight the flu? D1 


NATION, A6 
Trump performed 
‘well’ on cognitive test 


The president requested that his 
first formal medical exam include 
acognitive test and received a 
score of 30 out of 30. 
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HOW AREA PREPARED 
FOR WINTER STORM 


Ga. economy 
strong; tax bill’s 
impact unclear 


After review of law, 
officials may revise 
revenue estimate. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


Gov. Nathan Deal and the state’s 
chief fiscal analyst painted an 
optimistic picture of Georgia’s 
economy for legislative leaders 
Tuesday, although the impact of 
new federal tax changes remain 
unclear. 

Ken Heaghney, Georgia’s fis- 
cal economist, told members 
of the House and Senate bud- 
get committees that the state is 
projecting a 3.7 percent increase 
in revenue in fiscal 2019, which 
begins July 1. That’s slower growth 
than in 2017, but Heaghney said 
the projections do not take into 
account the impact of the federal 
tax changes Congress approved 
in December. 


Heaghney said the changes — 
which are expected to result in 
smaller tax withholdings for mil- 
lions of employees and tax cuts 
for corporations — could provide 
a short-term boost to the econ- 
omy, but the long-term impact 
isn’t clear. 

He said officials must go over 
more than 200 provisions in the 
new federal law to figure out how 
much effect it will have on the 
state budget, such as whether it 
will mean more or less revenue — 
tax money. Once they figure that 
out, Deal may have to change his 
revenue estimate — up or down 
— for the upcoming fiscal year. 

“There are things in the federal 
bill that will impact us if we don’t 
do anything,” Heaghney said. 


Budget continued on A6 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Lawmakers discuss more help 
for Georgia college students, A6 


Gov. Nathan 
Deal (right), 
followed by his 
chief of staff, 
Chris Riley, 
enters the joint 
appropriations 
committee 
meeting to 
outline his 
budget. 
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CONGRESS 


Shutdown looms amid 
clashes over immigration 


Lawmakers facing 
Friday deadline debate 
‘Dreamers, border wall. 


By Erica Werner, 

Mike Debonis, Ed O’Keefe 
and Sean Sullivan 
Washington Post 


Lawmakers clashed over immi- 
gration Tuesday, and a top House 
Democrat refused to guarantee 
Democratic votes to keep the 
government open, ratcheting 
up chances for a shutdown at 
week’s end. 

“We don’t want to shut down 
the government, we never want 
to,” House Democratic Whip Steny 
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Ex-MARTA executiveis 
sentenced in scheme 


Joseph Erves admitted weaving 
an invoice scheme that led the 
agency to pay for maintenance 
work that was never performed. 


Hoyer, D-Md., told reporters. “We 
want to keep the government 
open, but I will repeat, we’re 
not going to be held hostage to 
do things we think are contrary 
to the best interest of the Amer- 
ican people.” 

Hoyer declined to say 
definitively if Democrats would 
oppose a short-term spending bill 
Republicans are expected to offer 
ahead of Friday’s deadline for 
government funding to expire. But 
he said Democrats did not want 
to vote in favor of a fourth short- 
term bill that continues existing 
agency spending levels, absent an 
agreement for a broader two-year 


Shutdown continued on A4 
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